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PAMPHLET, Sc. 
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* 
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—" HE Nigg Uken 4 King Charles the 
Second's Parliament, from 1662 to 1666, 
in granting ſuck ample Funds in Perpe- | 
cy, F rendered future Parliaments uſe- 
leſs, and no conſtitutional Parliament being held 
under King James; what next comes in Order, 
is, to trace down the Rights claimed by the 
Houſe of Commons in regard to public Nane; 
during the Reign of King William. | 
The firſt Seſſion of Parliament in this King- 
dom, after the Revolution, was held under Lord 
Sidney in the Year 1692, and as our Author 
attempts to build a very extraordinary Doctrine 
on a ſingle ſhort Paſſage in the Journals of that 
Seſſion, it may not be amiſs, in this Place, to 
ſpend a few Minutes in examining into the 
Tur, and ſome other Circumſtances, of his Re- 
preſentation of this Paſſage; for as to the Doctrine 
itſelf, perhaps the moſt fatal in its Conſequences to 
parliamentary Rights and Liberties of any that has 
been broached ſince the moſt tyrannical Part of 
the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, this will 
fall more Fs under; Conſideration -when 


* 


in the Beginning of theſe Remarks, come in 
Courſe to be expoſed : The Manner and Occa- 
ion of his Repreſentation of this Paſſage you 
will find in his own Words, (p. 40.) where he 
tells his Reader, The principal Objection againſt 


i 
| 


That the Produce of theſe ſeveral Funds is 
£ accounted for to Parliament; and from thence 
© jt has been inferred, . that it is public Mo- 
© ney,” ſubject to parliamentary Application, with- 
out other Conſent, than what is given by. the 
© Royal Aſſent to the Bill when paſſed into a 
© Law. This ſeems founded on a Miſtake, as 


. . FB . ⁰ mmm ˙—¹.A .-w̃Q . AA Pt ode» 
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Accounts before the Houſe of Commons, as 


will appear from a ſhort Hiſtory of this Uſage, 


and an Account of the Effects of it. 

[::2% No Account of the Diſpoſition of the King's 

* Revenue in this Kingdom was laid before Par- 
| liament till the Year One Thouſand ſix Hun- 
dred and Ninety-two, when the Crown wanted 
further Supplies. Then indeed, a Motion was 


-< made, that ſuch Accounts might be brought 


the Journal, viz. That it might be the bet- 


ter known what Supplies were neceſſary to be 


given to their Majeſties, ſo that they were 
not called for as a Richr, but deſired as a 
„ Dmxcrio for their Diſcretion in the Grants 
they were making: And for the ſume Neaſon, 
they have been, every Seſſion ſince, brought 
into Parliament: So that, in Truth, were not 
Supplies demanded, ſuch Accounts would not 


have been tendered : And the going through! 


the Accounts, is only to enable the Houſe to 


| 
in: But the Reaſon of the Motion appears on 
JIjudge, what may be the Meaſure for the Sup- 


+: ply; not to APPROPRIATE the Ballance, if any 


there 


ſome few of the groſſer Errors in this Author's 
Reaſoning, ſhall, agreeably to the Plan laid down, 


© the King's Claim of previous Conſent is this, 
t 


to the Reaſon and Manner of laying the public 
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there ſhould be; for that remains as 
already veſted in the Crown, for public: Bark 
vices: And I do not know of any Inſtance, 
where ſuch Ballance has ever been appRoPRt- 
ATED by Parliament. without the previous 
Conſent of the Crown.'- 

The only Uſe intended to be made; at preſent; 


of this long Quotation is to obſerve, that unleſs 
the Author can ſupport the Fact herein laid down, 


namely, that the Parliament in 1692, and all 
other ſubſequent Parliaments, in applying for the 
public Accounts to be laid before them, far from 
intending to CALL Fork ſuch Accounts as THEIR 
Ricur, meant only to dre them as a Direction; it 


would ſeem to be acknowledged by himſelf that 


3 Cauſe he had been · contending for muſt be giyen 
: Now, if, inſtead of the Author's being able 


— ſupport this Fact, the true Fact ſhould, on the 


CONtrary, turn out, that the Accounts are, in reali- 
„called for, as the Parliament's Richy, and not 
merelydeſired as a Direction for their Diſcretion, and 
that their calling for them in this Light is a ſuf- 
ficient Proof, that © the Produce of theſe Funds 
is ACCOUNTED FoR to Parliament, which latter 
the Author ſeems readily to admit; then muſt he 
of Neceſlity confeſs, that this principal Objection 
to his Doctrine remains ſtill in its original Force; 
and the Inference, that therefore this Produce 


5 is public Money, ſubiect to parliamentary Ap- 


* plication, without other Conſent than what is 
given by the royal Aſſent to the Bill, when 

© paſſed into a Law, muſt likewiſe be confeſſed 
by him a legitimate Inference; to the total Over- 
throw of all that he NEE! Worm pleading Tory in 
N of his Clients. 

The only Proof he * in Support of 


| bis Aſſertion, that the Accounts are not 


© called for as a parliamentary Right, is the 


ſhort Article in the n of 1692, juſt now 


quoted, 


"TY" 

oted, viz. that the Reaſon aſſigned for the 
Motion for the Accounts was, That it might 
et he the better known what Supplies were neceſ- 

4 ſary to be given to their Majeſties; and will 
any Man, who knows the very firſt Principles of 4 

/ Reaſoning, admit, that ſo equivocal a Circum- 3 
ſtance as this, in a Matter of ſuch extenſive Con- i 
ſequence to the Rights of the Nation, ought to 
be taken as a ſufficient Warrant for the Author, 
firſt to aſſume, That the Parliament in 1692, 
and all ſubſequent Parliaments, were ſenſible 
5. that they had no parliamentary Right to call 
4 for the public Accounts;' and then, to draw this 
moſt: deſtructive Concluſion, That the public 
Money, once it is veſted in the Crown for 
public Services, is no longer to be accounted T 
« for to Parliament; might not the Parliament, bl 
though ever ſo ſenſible of its being their Right to 1 
call for the public Accounts, yet give a Reaſon 
for their calling for them; and can it poſſibly be 


— 


— 


thought to follow, that | becauſe they gave the 
Reaſon mentioned above for their calling for them 
at that Time, therefore they, and all ſubſequent 
_ Parliaments, meant to confine themſelves ſolely 
to that Reaſon, and never to call for them for 
any other? On the contrary, do not we find, in 
this very Parliament, a Committee appointed to 
inquire how the Committee of 'Grievances might 
come by Papers and Records in the Hands of the 
Commiſſioners of the Revenue, and other their 
Majeſties Officers; and afterwards, on having 
ſearched for Precedents, reporting in the follow- 
ing Manner: And from the ſaid Precedents, 
ve are humbly of Opinion, that the Committee 
* of Grievances may come at Records, Accompts, 
and Papers, in the Hands of any of their Majeſ- 
* ties -Officers of the Revenue, or others, by the 
_ ©, Oxpers of the ſaid Committee, ſent to the 


_—!  £ reſpedtive 


M 15 
| to 
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« reſpedtive Perſons in whoſe Cuſtody the ſame 
remain.“ Here then we have an Inſtance of the 
Houle of Commons thinking themſelves qualified 
in their own Right to call for public Accounts, 
for a very different Reaſon from what the Houſe 
gives immediately after, for ordering the State of 
the Revenue of the Nation, and the 'Eftabliſh- 
ment, both civil and military, to be brought the 
next Day into the Houſe, namely, the Reaſon 


juſt above. mentioned in the Author's Quotation; 


and it is too material to be here overlooked, 

that in Conſequence of the Application of this 
© Committee of Grievances, a ſelect Committee 
Vas appointed by the Houſe to ſtate the Ac- 
© counts from the Papers brought in by the Com- 
< miffioners of the Revenue, and to prepare a 

© Charge againſt any Perſon or Perſons they 
« ſhould ſee occaſion to charge, as to any forfeited 
© Lands, Goods or Chattles embezzled'or con- 
© yerted to private Uſe, Sc. When the Houſe 
of Commons thought: theniſelves at Liberty in 


their own Right, and 'not in Virtue of 3 = 


ſent or Direction, to quis into the E. ication 


Ly * - - 


the uae.) 1 of all Mone) Nene by 0e 


for the Uſes of Government in this Kingdom ? 
and when we find them exerciſing a Right of 
calling 1 Accounts in relation to Forfeitures, | 
ſurely, no one can difpute but that their imme- 

diately afterwards ordering the State of the Re- 
venue to be brought in, was, likewiſe, exerciſing 
a Power in Virtue of their own Right, though they 
thought fit to mention the Purpoſe for which this 


State of the Revenue was then called for. 


But though more than enough may have been 


ſaid in Proof of the Houſe of Commons at this 
Time 


* 


1 8•1 


Time unking on it as their inherent Right to call 
for the — 5 Accounts, yet would it be inexcu- 
ſable to paſs over this ſhort Seſſion without 
taking Notice of a very remarkable Incident that 


happened in the Courſe of it: It had been, with- 


out all Doubt, a Practice in former Reigns to ſend 
over, from England, Bills ready drawn, ſome of 
them Money-Bills, to be paſſed into Laws by the 
to Houſes of Parliament of this King om; 


and in Purſuance of this Practice, two Money- 


Bills of this Sort were by Order of the Lord 


Lieutenant preſented to this Houſe; ſoon after 
which we find the Houſe. of Commons cue to 
the following Reſolutions: 


eee 


Right of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, 
in Parliament aſſembled, to prepare and reſolye 
« the Ways and Means of raiſing Money. 

+ Reſolved, That it was, and is, the ale Wa 
; .undoubted Right of the Commons, to Prepare 

Heads of Bills for raiſing Monex. 

© Reſolved, That notwithſtanding: the he 
© faid Rights of the Commons, this Houſe doth 
© think fit, upon Conſideration of the preſent Exi- 
 gencies. of Affairs, and the 8 eceſlity, of 
* ſpeedily railing a Supply for their Maje ies, to 
order à Bill tranſmitted out of England, inti- 
tuled, an Act for an additional Ding. of Exciſe 
. — 1 Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, be NOW 
c read's 
PE Reſolved, 1 Contradicente, - That: 38 
« receiying; or reading of the ſaid Bill, ſo tranſ- 
< mitted as n, be Not drawn ant Preſi- 
dent hereafte. nn 

The next Day, a Motion being made that the 


. Bill, intituled, an Act for granting to their | 


 Majeſties certain Duties for one Year, PHE be 
m * _ in th Ne 


2 — 
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Reſolved, That the faid Bill be rejected by 
this Houſe. : wars 14 
Reſolved, That it be entered in the Journal 
of this Houſe, that the Reaſon why the ſaid 
Bill was rejected, is, that the ſame had not its 
Riſe in this Houle.” * N 4 


In a few Days after, we find the Lord Lieute- 


nant putting an End to the Seſſion; and juſt be- 


fore the Prorogation, in an Article of his Speech, 
expreſſing himſelf to the following Effect:. 


lam troubled that you Gentlemen of the Houſe of 


Commons ſhould ſo far miſtake yourſelves as to in- 
trench on their Majefties Prerogative, and the Rights 
of the Crown of England, as you did on the 27th 
of October laſt, when, by a declaratory Vote, you, 


affirmed, That it is the ſole and undoubted Right 


of the Commons of Ireland to prepare Heads of 
Bills for raiſing Money; and alſo again, on tbe 
tuenty- eigbih of the ſame Month, when, you rejected 
a Bill ſent over in the uſual Form, intituled an Act 
for granting to their Majeſties certain Duties for one 
Year, you voted, That it ſhould be entered in 
your: Journals, that the Reaſon why the ſaid Bill 
was rejected, was, that the ſame had not its Riſe 
in your:Houſe.:! .... net! Was 
Theſe Votes of yours being contrary to the Statutes 
of the Tenth of Henry the Seventh, and the Third 
ani Fourth of Philip and Mary, and the continued 


Practice ever ſince; I find myſelf obliged to aſſert 


their Majeſties Prerogative and the Rights of the 
Crown of England, in theſe Particulars, in ſuch a 
Manner as may be moſt public and permanent ; and 
therefore I do here, in full Parliament, make my 
Proteſt againſt thoſe Votes, and the Entry of them 

in the Journal f the Houſe of Commons: Which 
Proteſt I require the Clerk of this Houſe to read, and 
afterwards to enter it in the Journals of this Houſe, 
that it may remain as a Vindication of their Majeſties 
Te vs | Prerogative, 


Two] | 
\Prerogative, and the Right of the Crown of Eng- 
land in theſe Particulars, to future Apes. = 
Here let it be obſerved, that though the Lord 

Lieutenant appears to be not a little in bad Hu- 
mur, yet no Part of his Reſentment is occaſi- 
oned by the Houſe of Commons having called 
for the public Accounts, in the Manner it has 
Juſt now been ſhewn they did, nor occaſioned by 
their _ inquiring, in Virtue of their own Right, 
into the Manner of their Majeſties Officers apply- 
ing of Forfeitures: The Doctrine, That the 
< King is poſſeſſed of Powers and Prerogatives 
over the Properties of the People, for the Ex- 
s. exciſe of which he is accountable only to God,” 

and the Practice conſequent upon it, being a- 
mongſt the worſt of the Evils from whieh we 
were delivered by King William, of ever glorious 
Memory; it was not in Nature, that ſo recently, 
under a Revolution Government, this moſt poi- 
ſonous Doctrine ſhould be attempted to be re- 
Vived; it is plain, that the ſole apparent Cauſe 
of his Diſpleaſure was, not even the rejecting 
of the Bill, but the Regſom that had been given 
for rejecting it, © Becauſe the fame had not its 

„ Riſe in their Houſe;” this he aſſerts to be 

ſuch a Violation of their Majeſty's Prerogative, 
and the Right of the Crown of England, that he 
finds himſelf obliged to enter his Proteſt; at the 
ſame Time, founding this Right of the Crown 
ſolely on the Statutes of Henry the Seventh, and 
of Philip and Mary, when this Country bore no 
other Reſemblance to what it is now, than an help- 
leſs Infant bears to en Man; but be this 
as it will, no Part of the preſent Debate can be 
in the leaſt affected by the Doctrine of this 
Speech; the contrary being univerſally, at this 
„ acknowledged to be an eſſential Article 
in our conſtitutional parliamentary Rights; nay, 
gs 5 even 


* N EY 
even our Author admits * That the Right of 
granting Money is in the Commons: From the 
Whole we may learn, that it is no impoſſible 
Thing for a Chief Governor of this Country to 
wax wroth, and to charge, and repreſent the 
faithful, and thoroughly welb- affected Com- 
mons of Ireland as guilty of a violent Invaſion of 
the Prerogative of = beſt of Kings, when, all 
the while, thoſe zealouſly loyal Subjects were do- 
ing no more than what, our Author himſelf be- 
ing Judge, they might reaſonably think them- 
ſelves neceſſarily obliged to do, in Vindication of 
their own Rights, and the eſſential Rights of 
their Country. This Parliament never 25 got 
Leave to meet, but, after two or three Proro 
tions, were, ſome time before September, 1693. 


in the Iſſue diſſolved. 


A new Parliament was called in the Vear 1695 
in which the Practice was continued of ſending 
a Money-Bill from England ; which was 3 
and paſſed by the Houſe, without any Objection 
appearing in their Journals : But will any Man, 
at this Time of Day, alledge, that © that is @ Pre- 
< cedent of the greatet eight, to prove a parliamen- 
* tary Acknowledgment of this Practice being no 
more than anAfirmanceof bis Majeſt 773 eſty's Prerogatrue 

and Right of the Crown * 2 Had not a very 
large Number of the Parliament of 1 695 been like- 
wiſe Members of the Parliament of 1692, and 
do not we ſee above, that it was unanimouſly re- 
ſolved, that even the receiving and reading of a 
| Money-Bill, brought into the: Houſe according 
to this Practice, ſhould not be brought into Pre- 
cedent hereafter? And ſhould this Practice 
have continued ever ſo long, what could it have 
| proved ? It might, indeed, poſſibly prove, that, 


in ome .. * had been overborn by 
Power, 


i - N 1 
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Power, and that ih ebene, an incautious or over- 
cautious Houſe of Commons had, from Conſide- 
rations of Prudence, been induced to wave * 
Claiming, or Exertion, of this Right; nay, 
might poſſibly have proved, that a Majority of 1 


- Houſe of Commons might have been ſo wretch- 


edly corrupted and ſeduced, as bafely to give up 
what they knew to be the undoubted and eſſential 
Right bf their own Body, and from the nature 
of he thing, neceſſarily inherent at 'all Times 
in the Repreſentatives of the People; one or 
other, or all of theſe at different Times, ſuch 
a Practice might ' poſſibly have proved; but 
ſurely it is impoſſible it ever ſhould prove, that 
the real Right of granting Money is not in the 
Commons; this Right had been, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, aſſerted by the Houſe of Commons, a few 
Years. before, and is now univerſally acknow- 
ledged to be their undoubted, inherent, and con- 
ſtitutional Right. 

This however demonſtrably ſheus, that in 
determining Queſtions concerning conſtitutio- 
nal Rights, Reſort muſt of Neceſſity be had 
to much more invariable Principles than Prac- 
tice and Precedents : God and Nature have 
conferred certain inherent Rights on Men; Rea- 
ſon and Senſe, for the more effectual Conſervation 
of theſe Rights, and for this Purpoſe principally, 
have conferred certain delegated Rights on the 
various Orders or Powers of civil Government; 
whatever Claims of Rights therefore, in anyof thoſe 
Orders, ſhall be found eſſential for this original 
and unchangeable Purpoſe, muſt of Neceſſity be 
allowed ſtrictly conſtitutional, whether Practice 
and Precedent” have been for, or againſt them: 
And for the ſame Reaſon, whatever Precedents 
or Practices ſhall be found deſtructive or injurious 
to thoſe eſſential Rights, let them be ever ſo 
ancient, or of long Continuance, they muſt of 
1 98 be gel anticonſtitutional, and 

| 5 therefore 


EF 
therefore to be abrogated as ſoon as the Nature 
and Circumſtances of the Caſe, according to the 
Judgment of Reaſon and Senſe, will permit: It 
s true, that the preſent Article of Inquiry doth 
not ſtand in immediate need of the Aid of this 
Obſervation, as it fortunately happens, that Prac- 
tice and Precedent are on the ſame Side with 
Right'; but there may be great Propriety in keep- 
ing it in the Reader's Mind notwithſtanding, as 
neither the Nature nor the Importance of his 
Queſtion now under Debate can poſſibly be un- 
derſtood without it. | 

But though thisParliament waved the inge ; 
aRight, to which, it is now univerſally acknowleged, 
they had an unqueſtionable conſtitutional Title; yet 
weſhallfind them, in very expreſsTerms, exerc ih ing 
that Right, which our Author would have us be- 
lieve neither the former or any ſubſequent Par- 
liament had ever claimed, namely, the Right of 
calling for the public Accounts, and calling for 
them for a quite different Purpoſe, than only to 

Judge what might be the Meaſure for the Supply.” 
There are many Paſſages in the Journal of that 
Parliament, which are direct to this Purpoſe; 
but it will be ſufficient, for the Satisfaction of 

| the Reader, to point out the few following, in 
the ſecond Volume of the printed Journals ; 
' where he will find the Houle, p. 655. applying 
for a diſtinct yearly Account of all Receipts and 
Payments of his Majefty's Revenue, from 1689 
to 1695, to be laid before the Houſe, and hke- 
wiſe of all Arrears ſtanding out; which was 
_ accordingly laid before them. Surely this 
could not be for @ Direction of their Diſcretion in 
the Grants they avere making. P. 657. The Ac- 
counts of his Majeſty's certain and caſual Reve- 
nue were likewiſe laid before them, from 1689 
to 1695. P. 660. They grant a Supply to his 
ler not . 158,325 And after- 
- wards, | 


* 
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wards, order a Committee to examine the ſeve- 
ral public Accounts, which had been laid before 
them by the ſeveral Officers of the Revenue. As 
this- was done poſterior to their granting the Sup- 
ply, moſt evident it is, that the Deſign of it 
muſt be ſomething very different from a Direc- 
tion what Quantity to grant. And in p. 666. 
we find Papers called for relating to the Miſcar- 


riages of the Revenue. P. 680. The Committee, 


appointed to examine the publicAccounts, make a 
long Repart, after having peruſed thoſe ſeveral 
Papers, in which the Reader will find, that not- 
withſtanding that the King's Letter had been pro- 
duced, authorizing the Commiſſioners of the 
- Revenue to diſpoſe of the Product of his Majeſ- 
ty's Revenue, in a certain Manner ; and notwith- 
ſtanding this related wholly to his Majeſty's here- 
ditary Revenue; and notwithſtanding, likewiſe, 
that this Manner had-been laid before the Com- 
miſſioners of Accounts in England, and approved 
of by them; yet we find here the Committee 
cenſuring this Manner, as an Inlet to Fraud and 
Deceit in the Accounts of his Majeſty's Revenue, 
and cenfuring, likewiſe, the Pay- maſter-General, 
for his Manner of accounting, though it had 
been warranted by the Commiſſioners of Accompts 
in England, and Vouchers fent over by him 
thither purſuant to their Warrant; and the Reaſon 
they give, is, that Vouchers ſhould appear here 
for the ſeveral Payments made in this Kingdom: 
And to mention no more from this Parliament, 
the laſt in K. William's Reign. (P. 847.) We 
find the Committee deſiring, that the Houſe might 
order, that a Particular of the Debt due by his 
Majeſty, and the particular Years and Times 
When it became due, and alfo an Account of 
the Forfettures, and the Receiver-General's Re- 
. ceipts and Payments ſince January 1691, might 
be laid before the Houſe; which the Houfe 

„ | ordered 


B 
ordered accordingly. Thus far it would ſeem 
very evident that the Houſe of Commons, through- 
out King Williams Reign, had no Kind of 
Doubt of their Right, not only to call for Accounts 
of Money given by themſelves, but Accounts 
likewiſe of the hereditary Revenue, and alſo of the 
caſual, ſuch as Forfeitures, Sc. in direct Contra- 
diction to the Doctrine of our Author. It can 
hardly be neceſſary to obſerve, that the chief 
Governor, in this Reign, gave the ſtrongeſt Af 
ſurances from the Throne, that whatever 
* Monies the Houſe of Commons gave, ſheuld 
© be applied to the Uſes for which they were 
given; and that, in all theſe Things, the King 
expected nothing from them, but what was 
© neceſſary for their own _ Eſtabliſhment and 
Safety: N 
In the Reign of Queen Anne, we have not 
only numerous and unqueſtionable Inſtances of 
the Houſe of Commons calling for the publie 
Accounts, in their own Right, but likewiſe, 
moſt evident Proof of the hereditary Revenue 
being confidered as - public Money, to be ac- 
counted for to Parliament; and, in one or two 
Inſtances, redundant Money remaining in the 
Treaſury, after the Parpoſes of Government for 
the preceding Years had been anfwered, applied 
to the Credit of the Nation, and afterwards ac- 
counted for to Parliament ; which laſt, will not 
only be an unanſwerable Refutation of every ma- 
terial Article alledged by our Author, but an 
| Inſtance, bearing a very ſtrong Reſemblance of 
the principal Subject at preſent in Debate, namely, 
that the Houſe of Commons conſiders it as their 
conſtitutional Right, to apply any redundantMoney 
which they ſhall happen to find in the Treaſury, to 
the Credit and future Exigencies of the Nation, 
without any Imagination of a previous Leave from 
the Crown, in any Senſe, being neceſſary. Of the 
SR F numerous 


"In 
numerous Inſtances in regard to the firſt Article, it it 
will be needleſs, after what has already been pointed 


out under the former Reign, to mention more than 
the few following. Printed Journals, Vol. III. 


ps - Ordered, an Account * the additional F unds, of 
© the Produce or Value of the preſent Branches of 
© the Revenue, and the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
* all former Eſtabliſbments, ſince 1692, to be laid be- 
© fore the Houſe by the proper Officers: Can there 
be a more direct Evidence of the Commons 
calling for the public Accdunts in their own 
Right? (P. 54.) We find the Houſe came to the 
two following remarkable Reſolutions; firſt, 
Reſolved, that the Funds granted by Parhament, 
and the Revenue of the Kingdom, were ſufficient 
© to ſupport the Government, and diſcharge the 
public Debts to and for Michaelmas, 1503. - - 
Here it is carefully to be remarked, that the 
Funds granted by Parliament, which are now 
| ge nerally known by the Name of the additional 
uties, and which were granted by the laſt Par- 


> liament of K. William, had all of them expired 


before Michaelmas 1703; conſequently, that 
there muſt have been, according to their Manner 
of ſtating the public Accounts, a Redundance of 
Money in the Treaſury, at the Time they expired; 

and that this Redundance, together with the 
growing Produce of the Revenue of the Kingdom, 
(conſiſting ſo materially of the hereditary Duties, 
that the whole is now generally expreſſed by that 


Phraſe) was all of it Money which ought, in Juſ- 


_ tice, to, be applied to the Support of Government, 

and the Diſcharge of the public Debts : And that 
they inſiſted, as far as in them lay, on its being 
all of it public Money, and ſubject to no other 
Application, is evident, from their ſecond Reſo- 
lution, in theſe Words, © Reſolved, that the 
Supply 70 be granted to her Majeſty, be a Sum 


ſufficient, to make up the Deficiency of the 
Revenue 


Revenue to ſupport the neceſſary Branches 
of the Eſtabliſhment for two Years. ending 
© at Michaelmas 1105. Here we fee, Hat 
whatever the State of the Accounts, given in by 
the Officers of the Crown, might repreſent to the 
contrary, the Houſe of Commons inſiſted that 
there: had, or ſoon muſt, ſo much Money come 
into the Treaſury, from the Funds formerly 
| 1 by Parliament, and from the ſtanding 
Revenue of the Kingdom, as fully to anſwer all 
the Exigencies of Government, and the Diſ- 
charge of the public Debts, down to Michaelmas 
1703; and that no other Proviſion ſhould be 
made by them for theſe Purpoſes : Doth not this 
look very like the claiming and actually exer- 
ciſing a Power over all Money brought into the 
_ Treaſury, whether from the hereditary Duties, 
or the temporary Funds? We ſee it here like- 
wiſe inſiſted on, in as ſtrong Terms as Words 
can expreſs, that all the ſtanding Revenue of 
the Kingdom muſt be applied in Support of the 
neceſſary Branches of the Eftabliſhment ; and 
that the temporary parliamentary Supplies are 
only to come in Aid, and to make up the Defi- 
ciency of this eſtabliſned Revenue. The Houſe 
afterwards proceed to return Thanks to their 
Committee, for ſaving to the Nation, by their 
Care in ſtating the Accounts, the Sum of 
103, 388 J. 8s, 4 d. which, by Miſrepreſentation, 
was charged as a Debt on the Nation; and in 
ſome Time after, on finding that the then Audi- 
tor-General had been the Author of that Miſre- 
preſentation, they did not indeed expel him, 
for this was carried in the Negative, but they 
reſolved, that he was unfit for any public Em- 
ployment in this Kingdom, and that he ſhould 
be committed to the Conſtable of the Caſtle, 
during the Pleaſure of the Houſe, for ſuch Miſ- 


repreſentation. 
P or < * The 


* 
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The Supply granted for the two Years to 


come, by this Seſſion, was the Sum of 1 50,0001, 
and, on the Opening of the next Seſſion, we do 
not find, in the Speech from the Throne, that 
there was any Diſguſt conceived againſt the 
Conduct of the Houſe of Commons, in the Seſ- 
ſion preceding, as having invaded the Queen's 


Prerogative, in meddling with her hereditary 


Revenue without her previous Conſent; very 
much otherwiſe: The utmoſt which at that Time 
the Court ſeemed to think themſelves intitled, 
not ſo properly to claim, as to point out, as rea- 
ſonable Meaſures to the Commons, in ſtating 
the public Accounts, were, That the Arrears, 
not any. Money in the actual Receipt of the 
© Treaſury, but the Arrears ſtill ſtanding out, 
© uncollefted, of the preceding Year, muſt 
always be applied to make good the Payments 

of the preſent Year; and that in a Time of 
War and Danger, there is a Neceſſity of having 
© Money in the Treaſury, to anſwer ſudden 
© Emergencies :* And it is remarkable that, not- 
withſtanding what had been ſaid from the Throne, 


the Supply granted that Seſſion for the two ſuc- 


ceeding Years,. was no more than what had been 
THE SER nerae.” TNT PET 
In the next Seſſion, held in the Year 170%, 
we find the Committee of Accounts moving the 
Houle, that a proper Officer be appointed, whoa 
may fland obliged to ballance the Accounts of the 
Nation, and lay them before the Hauſe in a juſt and 
proper Method : Could our Author have known 
any. Thing of this, and yet allow himſelf to fay, 
that” Accounts were not called for, as a Right, 
but defired as a Direction, Sc. and that for 
the ſame Reaſon, they have, every Seſſion 
* ſince, been brought into Parliament ?? If 
he did not know how fo material a Fact 
Kood, how came he to reſt his Anſwer to what 

| ” he 


he calls the 42 ObjeAtion, ſolely upon an 
Aſſertion, without making any Inquiry whether 
it was true or falſe? If he did know, can that 
be thought an honeſt Cauſe, which requires ſuch 
Arts to ſupport it? But be it as it will, in re- 
ſpect to the Advocate, moſt certain it is, that 
Cveral of his Clients, who have been zealous in 
propagating this Production, could not but 
know that this grand Article, on which ſo much 
depends, was utterly falſe. The Supply granted 
in this Seſſion was for one Year and three Quar- 
ters, ending the 24th of June, 1709, and the 
Sum 1 35,0007. 

In the next Seſſion, held in May, 1709, Lord 
Wharton, in his Speech from the Throne, ac- 
3 the Houſe of Commons, * that in order 

to their having no Cauſe to doubt or to com- 
plain in any Particular, her Majeſty had com- 
* manded him to direct the proper Officers, that 
© a perfect State be laid before them of the Re- 
venue, and of all Accounts relating to the Pub- 
lic, which he had Reaſon to hope and believe 
© would be done in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould be 
to every Gentleman's Satisfaction: And after- 
© wards, in the ſame Speech, aſſuring them, 
© that whatever Money ſhould be paid by them, 
© would be laid out among themſelves, and em- 
© ployed wholly for their own Service, and for 
© their own Security.” | 

In this Seſſion, we find, on ſtating the naticuia) 
Accounts, a Report from the Committee, in 
theſe Words, So that upon the Whole,” (a 
Quarter of a Year's Quit Rent being included) 
[there will remain, in Credit to the Nation, 
mark the Words, it is not ſaid © to the Crown,” 

but, © in Credit to the Nation, at Midſummer 
© 1709, over and above all Charges, the Sum of 
71,019]. 1s. 54.7.” which Report was refer- 


red by the Houſe to the Committee of Supply: 


n | 
And next Seſſion held in 1510, the Committee 
of Accounts report to the Houſe, * that the Bal- 
© Jance due to the NaTtion at Midſummer 1409, 
* amounting. to 71, 019 J. 1s. 5 d. 4. has been 
« duely credited to the Public.“ Is not this a 
direct Proof, that Redundancies were underſtood 
by the Adminiſtration, as well as, the Houſe of 
Commons, to be alike ſubjected to Account, with 
the current Supplies? Doth not this ſtill farther 
appear, from the State of the Accounts in that 
Seſſion, on which the Committee reported, that a 
Ballance would remain at Midſummer, due to the 
Nation, of 11,5477. 75s: II d. . which Sum, in 
the ſucceeding Seſſion 1711, is reported to have 
been duely credited to the Public, and that on 
ſtating the Accounts, there remained at Midſum- 
mer 1711, in Credit to the NaTton, a Ballance of 
64337. 175% 14d. 3. which Sum, together with the + 
growing Revenue, and new Accounts, were carried 
forward to Chriſtmas 1711; and the Charge of the 
Public happening ſo far to exceed its Credit, that 
they computed there would be then a Deficiency 
of 34,0107. 145., 5d. 5; doth it not clearly ap- 
pear, that the above redundant Sum of 6433/7. 
Sc. was liquidated with the growing Revenue, 
and new Aids, and conſidered by the Houſe of 
Commons as ſubjected to the ſame Appointment 
and Application with the uſual Supplies? And is 
not that redundant Sum, by this Report, to which 
the Houſe agreed, taken and applied towards 
diſcharging a Debt which they foreſaw would be 
incurred by the Nation, at the Chrifmas following? 
From theſe. ſeveral Articles above recited, 
during the Reign of Queen Anne, doth it not 


Ry anne... 
First. That the Houſe of Commons uniformly, 
claimed, in their own Right, a Power to order 
the public Accounts to be laid before them ; and 
that, not merely to enable them to judge what 

may 


1 | 
may be the Meaſure for the Supply, as our Au- 
thor would have us believe, p. 42. but for va- 
rious other Purpoſes, and particularly 20 prevent 
the Officers of the Crown from defrauding the Nation. 
Indeed, if the Author meant any thing that is 
fair and honeſt, by the Words he makes uſe of, 
namely, to enable them to judge what may be 
the Meaſure for the Supply, a plain Man muſt 
imagine that he has himſelf well nigh given up the 
v hole of his Cauſe; for if, on finding a Redundancy 
in the Treaſury, the Houſe ought to diminiſh the 
Supply, in Proportion, for the enſuing two Years, 
the Expenees of the Eſtabliſhment continuing the 
ſame ; what is this leſs, than admitting, to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, that the Houſe has a con- 
ſtitutional.Right to apply all this Redundancy to 
the Credit of the Nation, and for anſwering the 
ordinary Exigencies of Government, for the en- 
ſuing two Years? If this Author means, that 
it is only when the Treaſury is empty, and 
the Funds have proved deficient, that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould have any thing to 
do with . the public Accounts; that is, that 
their Buſineſs is only to increaſe, and never to 
diminiſh the national Taxes, he is now to 
ſpeak out, and not reſerve this unpalatable Part 
of his Doctrine till a more . ſeaſonable Opportu- 
nity: An Opportunity, for Inſtance, when the 
Gentlemen of this Country ſhall come to be more 
thoroughly diſciplined, and more generally re- 
conciled to the wholeſome Doctrine of © ceaſing 
© to judge for themſelves,” or pretend to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt material and not material, Right and 
Wrong, in the Tranſactions of Parliament. 

Theſe are Matters, much too arduous for 
triſþ Underſtandings; and not only fo, but 
Matters which they ſhall find, to their Coſt, 
are not to be meddled with, without ex- 
poſing themſelves to much perſonal Evil; 

2 | forewarned, 


L221 

fore warned, as ſome of them may think them- 
ſelves already to be, * that every Gentleman of 
the Houſe of Commons, who ſhall ſcruple to 
follow implicitly, whereſoever a chief Gover- 
© nor's Secretary, or any other Perſon in whom 
he happens to place his Confidence, ſhall think 
proper to lead; or ſhall refuſeplacidly to regiſter, 
« without farther Examination, whatever Edicts 
this Perſon of Confidence ſhall bring into the 
_ © Houſe; muſt lay his Account to be treated as 
6 diſaffected to his Majeſty, and deſerving all 
© the Severity which the Plenitude of the chief 
© Governor's Power, for ſupporting what he may 
© eſteem the Dignity of Government, enables 
him to uſe; qualified by nothing but his own 

« perſonal Humanity.” 1 
. aly, The uniform Practice of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in the Courſe of the Reign of Q Anne, muſt 
abundantly ſhew, that all Money brought into 
the Treaſury, was counted by them as the Mo- 
* ney. of the Nation; and all Money found in 
the Treaſury, or ſtanding out in ſolvent Ar- 
« rears, at the Time of their Inquiry into the pub- 
lic Accounts, was conſidered as ſo much Money 
applicable by them, towards diſcharging any 
national Debt which might happen to be in- 
* curred, before the growing Supplies could be 
X brought i in, and at all times to be applied to the 
Credit of the Nation. Thele Rights, it is un- 
deniable, were claimed; theſe Rights, it is un- 
deniable, were exerciſed by the Commons of 
Ireland, and never once called into Queſtion by 
the Adminiſtration under the Queen ; And laſtly, 
theſe. Rights muſt be ſufficient to juſtify the 
Whole of the late Procedure in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which is now the Subject in Debate, unleſs 
ſomeReaſon can be ſhewn why the Houſe of Com- 
mons, under the preſent Royal ke ſhould 
0115 1 1 . 
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not enjoy the ſame Rights which they had done 
under the late Qeeen. 
Sorrow and Confuſion muſt be the una- 

voidable Portion of every honeſt Whig, if Pre- 
rogative ſhould be found, in any Inſtance, under 
their ſingularly favoutite Succeſſion of the pre- 
ſent royal Family, to be ſet up in Oppoſition to 
ſuch Rights of the zealouſly loyal Houſe of Com- 
mons of Ireland, as they were left in the full 
Enjoyment of, at the Demiſe of that Princeſs : But 
happily for all, in purſuing the preſent Method 
of Inquiry, it will evidently turn out, that not 
the leaſt Symptom of this fort is to be found, till 
the Search 1s brought down to the Commence- 
ment of che preſent Adminiſtration in the Tear 
1751. 
n; the firſt Seſſion of parlament of KingGurgel. 
his Majeſty, in his Anſwer to the Addreſs of the 
Houſe of Commons, thanks the Houſe for their Pro- 
miſe of Supplies, and gives them his Aſſurance, that 
they ſhall be employed for the Welfare of ſo faith- 
ful, and obedient a People; and in p. 64. of the ſour- 
nals, Vol. 4th, the Houſe orders Accounts to be 
laid before them, of the hereditary Revenue, as 
well as the additional Duties, ever ſince the 
Year 1698: And, in p. 43. the Committee takes 
Notice of Accounts, Sc. having been laid 


before them, both by Direction of the Houſe, 


and by the reſpective Officers, from whom' the 
ſame was required; they next proceed to acquaint 
the Houſe, * that due Credit had been given to 
the Public, for the Sum which the Committee 
© of 1711 had reported to be due to the Nation, 
as mentioned above: In this Report they take 
Notice that the Accounts had been ſtated to 
their Satisfaction, by the Accountant-General, 
* the Officer to that Service appointed upon former 
Orders of Parliament. After this, there ſurely 


| need be no more Proof that the Houſe exerciſed 
the 


* 124 
the Power of calling for Accounts, c. in their 
own Right. | 
The Committee of Supply, after RR had the 
Report of the Committee of Accounts laid 
before them, came to the following Reſolutions, 
that Credit ought to be given 0 the Kingdom for 
71421. 25. being ſo much Money uniſſued of the 
Barrack Fund. Is not this Claim of Power over 
the Redundancy of a Fund ſet apart by his Majeſty, 
a Circumſtance peculiarly ſtrong in Favour of the 
Right of the Houſe of Commans over public Mo- 
ney remaining unapplied? | 

They next reſolve, * That 16106]. 118. 
is the Sum due at Michaelmas 1715, to 
© diſcharge the Debt of the Nation. Thirdly 
© that a Supply be granted to his Majeſty, for the 
Payment of ſaid Debt, and towards the ſup- 
« porting of the neceſſary Branches of the Eſta- 
© bliſhment for two Years, from Michaelmas 1715, 
to Michaelmas 1117 ; and: fourthly, that by the 
Death and Promotion of ſeveral half-· pay Officers 
on the Eſtabliſhment, . there will be a Sum ſuf- 
« ficient to make up the Pay of the half. pay ( Off- 
« cers now remaining on the faid Eftabhſhment, 
c full half-pay for themſelves and Servants.” Is 
not this laſt likewiſe an Inſtance of the Houſe 
claiming a Right to point out an Application of 
Money already granted by them? 

In the laſt Place, they reſolve that the Supply | 
granted to his Maj yeſty be a Sum not exceeding 
187,58) l. 125 4d. . to all which Reſolutions the 
Houſe did agree. It may not be amiſs juſt to re- 
mark, that though the ſhort Money-Bill, granting 
his Majeſty ſeveral Duties for ſix Months, was paſ- 
ſed into a Law before the Houſe had fixed on the 
above Sum for the Quantum of the Supply, yet 
they make no Difficulty of applying the Produce. 
of thoſe Duties towards making good the. ſaid. 


__ Some Time. farther on in this r. 
the 


9 


quickly be qualified to judge e 


| 1 
the Houſe, upon Notice given them, from the 
Government, of a threatened Invaſion of this King- 
dom, came to the following Reſolution, whic 
laid the Foundation of the Loan Debt; the Re- 
mainder of which, the late Bill, which gave Oc- 


caſion to the preſent Debate, was meant to dif- 


charge; * Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that. 
© whatever Sums of Money ſhall be advanced 
© and paid into the Treaſury, by any Perſon or 
* Perſons, c. for the Defence of the Kingdom, 
* ſhall be made good by this Houſe, with legal 
© Intereſt for the ſame, our of ſuch Aids, as ſhall 


be granted to tis Majeſty the next Seſſion of Parlia- 


© ment.” | 


Here we have the Faith of the Houſe of Com- 


mons ſolemnly pledged to the Public in Behalf 


of the Government, and pledged without any 
Limitation of Sum; with this further extraor- 
dinary Circumſtance attending it, that this un- 
bounded Vote of Credit was paſſed in the Houſe, 
without one contradicting Voice: So true it is, 
that the Prince who rules in the Hearts of his 
faithful Commons and Subjects, may always be 


ſure of their Purſes, for ſupplying every Exigency 
of Government, to the Extremity of their Power! 


Muſt it not then be an evil Office, to attempt 
raiſing Jealouſies reſpecting Prerogative, in the 


Breaſt of ſuch a Prince, to the exquiſite Diſtreſs, 
and, perhaps, irreparable Injury of ſuch a People? 


The Sum borrowed by the Government, in 


conſequence of this Vote of the Commons, was 
50,0007. and thus was laid the Foundation of 


the national Debt: And by tracing our parlia- 
mentary Proceedings, in regard to this Article, 
down to the preſent Time, the Reader will 


Merits of the Queſtion now in Debate; a Quef- 
tion the moſt ee of any that has ariſen 
in this Country, at leaſt ſince the latter End 5 
. D: : 3 the 
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e 
the Reign of Queen Anne, when it was made 
a Matter of Debate, whether this Country ought 
to concur in ſuch miniſterial Meaſures, as muſt 


neceſſarily have iſſued in bringing themſelves 


under the Domination of a Popiſh Pretender; or 
gallantly to withſtand them, by a vigorous Ex- 
ertion of their conſtitutional Rights; animated 
by the Proſpect of ſoon living free, and having 
their Property and Liberties effectually ſecured 
to them, in conſequence of the Succeſſion of the 
preſent royal Family; which may God, from 
Generation, to Generation, preſerve at the Head. 
v / ̃⅛ é 
In tlie next Seſſion of Parliament, 1717, we. 
find that the national Debt, including this 
50,000 J. and the Intereſt, amounted, at Mi- 


chaeImas, 17137, to 94,544 1. 13s. 2 d. 5. and 


a Supply, granted for the Payment of ſaid Debt, 
and towards ſupporting the neceſſary Branches 
of the Eſtabliſhment for two Years, ending 
Michaelmas, 1719, not exceeding 279, 648 J. 115. 
34 4, In 1719, the national Debt, including 
the Loan, amounted. to 87,5111. 45. 74. 2. 
for Payment of which, and towards, ſupporting 
the Eſtabliſhment for two Years, ending Mi- 
chaelmas, 1721, a Supply was granted, not ex- 
ceeding 312, 663 J. 18 5. 6 d. 2. In 1721, the 
Accounts were carried on to Chriſtmas, and then 
the national Debt, including the Loan, amount- 
ed to 71,2617. 65. 7 d. 3. and for Payment of 
ſaid Debt, aud ſupporting the Eſtabliſhment for 


two Years, ending Chriftmas, 1723, a Supply was 


granted, not exceeding 331,880 J. 145. 84. 3, 
In the ſeveral Acts of Parliament correſponding 
to theſe Reſolutions, particular Care was taken 
to inſert a Clauſe to ſecure the Payment of the 
50,000 J. Loan, together with Intereſt for the 
ſame, during the Time it ſhall continue unpaid : 
In 1723, at Chriftmas, the whole Debt of the 

- | . 22 . ; i | 4141 4 Nation 
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Nation was computed to 66,3187. 85. 3 4 4. 
and for Payment of this Debt, and ſupporting 


the Eſtabliſnment for two Years, ending Chrift- 
mas, 1725, a Supply was granted, not exceed- 


ing 339, 368 J. 65. 64. 1. Hitherto we fee, 


that the Intention of the Houſe was, to make 
Provifion for the Diſcharge of the whole Debt, 
as well as for anſwering the ordinary Exigencies 
of Government, in the Courſe of the enſuin 
two Years, for which the reſpective Supplies 


were granted ; for it is to be obſerved, that, in 


the Seſſion of 1715, the Supply granted for an- 
ſwering theſe Exigencies, c. was only 189,587 J. 
12 5. 4d. +; and here, in the Seſſion of 1723, 


no leſs than the above Sum of 339, 368 J. 65. 


64. 4. was granted. But though the Supplies, 
through various Accidents, always fell fo far 
ſhort of anſwering this Intention, as to leave th 

50,0007. Loan ſtill undifcharged, yet from two 
Years, to two Years, they exceeded the current 
Expences of the Eſtabliſnment; and this - Sur- 
plus was always applied towards reducing the 
national Debt, which, at Michaelmas, 1717, ex- 
cluſive of the Loan, amounted to 44,544 J. and 
in 1723, to no more than 16, 318 J. ſo that an 
Application does plainly appear here to Have 
been made for diſcharging the national Debt 
without any previous Leave from his Majeſty. * 


The Money-Bill, in 1723, reduces the Intereſt 


of the 50,0051. Loan fen 8 6e 7, per Cent 
and in cafe the Creditors, ' r any of them, ſhall 
be unwilling to accept of ſuch reduced Intereſt, 


it directs that they ſhall be paid their principal 


Money and Intereſt, on their aſſigning their Suh- 
ſcription to the Vice-Treafurer, or his Deputy: 
What can be an Evidence of the Houſe of 
Commons claiming and exerciſing the Power of 
Application over the public Money, if this be 


pat ? Parliamentary Faith had been given, and 


D 2 muſt 
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muſt be ſacredly maintained; therefore Proviſion 
is hereby made, that none who truſted to it, and 
lent their Money, ſhould run the ſmalleſt Ha- 
zard, or have the leaſt Reaſon to complain: 
This. Law likewiſe enacts, for the farther Se- 
curity of the Creditors, that the Principal and 
Intereſt of this Loan, or whatever Part of it 
ſhall remain unpaid at the 25th of December, 
1725, ſhall then be paid without any Deduc- 
tions whatſoever. a 125 


& 


Ihe national Debt, in the Seſſion 1725, is ſtated 
at 118,844 J. 55s. 11 d. +, the Supply for the 
enſuing two Years, is fixed at 292, 181 J. 75s. 3d. 
from Chriſtmas, 1725, to Chriffmas, 1727 ; the 
Clauſe of paying the Principal and Intereſt of the 


Loan, at the End of theſe two Years, is the 
ſame with what has juſt now been mentioned. In 


1927, the firſt of his preſent Mateſty, the preſent 


Houle, of Commons ſtated the national Debt at 
#274374. 155. 64, and granted a Supply of 
398,011. 35. 6 d. 4. and the Money-Bill of 
that Seſſion continues all the Clauſes of the At 
of 1725, relating to the Loan, In 1729, the 
national Debt, on. ſtating the Accounts, was 
found by the Houſe of Commons to amount to 
220,730 J. 155. 3 d. +; for the Payment of 
Which, and for anſwering the growing Exigenr 
cies of Government to 1731, they voted a Sup- 
ply of 510,238 J. 16 Cf. 10 d. and the fame Seſſion 
reduced the Intereſt of the Loan of the 50,000. 
0 6 per Cent. in the ſame Manner, and on the 

{ ne Terms, with the former Reduction; and, 
lkewiſe, directed that Debentures ſhould be 
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ſtruck for 1 50, oo, more, to be borrowed at 
the ſame Intereſt, and payable in the ſame Man- 
ner; thus the oan | Was now increaſed to 
n: ſtating : he, Accounts in the Seſſion 1737, | 
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the Houſe found the national Debt increaſed to 
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335,466 J. J . 44. 2. and towards the Pay- 
ment of this Debt, as well as towards ſupport- 
ing the Eſtabliſnment for two Vears, ending De- 
cember, 1733, they grant a Supply of a Sum not 
exceeding 624, 323 J. 4. 5 
Amongſt the Accounts given in by the Offi- 
cers of the Crown this Seſſion, there is an Ab- 
ſtract of Receipts and Payments in the Trea- 
ſury-Office, from Lady day, 1729, to Lady- day, 
1731, and this Abſtract begins with a Ballance 
remaining in the Treaſury at Lady-day, 1729. 
of 2,15 J. 15. 6d. 4. True, the Ballance, at 
this Time, is not very conſiderable ; but this 
alters not the Caſe ; it is as plain, as Facts can 
make it, that there was no Imagination in thoſe 
Days, nor, indeed, at any Time before or ſince, 
till our Author, and his Clients, have taken 
very ſtrange Things, and full of malignant Ten- 
dency, into their Head; no Imagination but that 
all Money brought into the Treafury, ought to be 
accounted for to Parliament; and accordingly, © 
this Ballance is the firſt Article in that Abſtract 
now mentioned, brought, by the Officer of the 
Crown, to the Credit of the Nation; to this 
is added the Produce of al] the Branches of 
his Majeſty's Revenue, hereditary, caſual, 
and biennial Supplies; and to the total of 
theſe, are ſet in Oppoſition all the Payments 
made out of the Treaſury, and from thence a 
Ballance is ſtruck either to the Credit or Debit of 
the Nation ; juſt as on totting up the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles of the. two oppoſite Columns, the Matter 
ſhall happen to turn out. Ko 
In this Seſſion, we find the national Debt in- 
creaſed to ſuch a Sum, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons, deſpairing of being able to raiſe Supplies 
within the two Years, ſuch as would be ſufficient 
to ſupport the Eſtabliſhment, and, at the ſame 
Time, diſcharge this Debt, direct Debenturgs 
to be ſtruck Pr the Loan of another hundred 
; thouſand 
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of this Inſtance, by fayi 
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thouſand Pounds, and, at the fame Time, they 
reduce the Intereſt of the whole three hundred 
thouſand Pounds to five per Cent. with the ſame 
Proviſos in Favour of the Creditors, as were 
above-mentioned, when the former Reduction 
was made. 

In the Seſſion 1733, we find the Accounts 
carried on in the ſame Manner with that of the 
former Seſſion; the Ballance in the Treaſury 
being the firſt Article brought to the Credit of 
the Nation; we find likewiſe a Saving of 1, 335 J. 
1 f. 9 d. x. on the civil Eſtabliſhment, occaſioned 
by Vacancies on the Benches of the Exchequer 
and Common Pleas, and a farther Saving of 5,090 /. 
45. 2. claimed by the Committee to be applied to 
the Credit of the Nation; and, accordingly theſe 
two Sums were placed to Credit by the Houſe, 
and the Debt of the Nation voted to be a Sum not 
excecding 371, 312 J. 12 5. 2 d. r. and to diſcharge 
this Debt, and anſwer the current Exigencies of 
the next two Vears, they grant a Supply not ex- 
ceeding 658,27 J. 45. 8 d. +. The Committee ob- 
ſerve farther, that there is a Ballance of the Loan 
Duties, after paying the Intereſt, amounting to the 
Sum of 26,0067. gs. 2 d. 3. which being ap- 
plied as the Aa directs, theſe are theirpwn Words, 
it will reduce the principal Loan of 300,000 J. to 


4 


the Sum of 273, 993 J. 105. 9 d. 2. 


It appears, from the Accounts in 1535. they 


24,700 J. was applied to the Reduction ot ſaic 


principal Sum, and that a Ballance of 1,42. 
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104. ſtill remained in the Treaſurer's Habe, to 


to be applied to the ſamę Purpoſe: Is there the 
leaſt Trace of previous Leave for this Applica- 
tion ? Poſſibly, ſome Folks may think. to get rid 
ng, that this Redundan- 
cy aroſe from p Duties, and therefore, 


there conld be no Occaſion for his Majeſty's pre- 
vious Conſent ; but before they rely upon this 


\ 


. 
as an Anſwer, they will do well to look back into 
the Origin of this Debt, and of the parliamen- 


tary Proceedings that were relative to, and con- 


ſequent. pd it. | 
When the Houſe of Commons paſſed their 
Vote of Credit in 1713, did they not pledge their 


Faith, that whatever Money ſhould be advanced 


to the Government, in conſequence of this Vote, 
they would take care to repay, together with the 


legal Intereſt, . that ſhould be due, out of the 
Funds which ſhould be granted to his Majeſty next 
Seſſion of Parliament? And do we not find them, 


in the Year 1717, making expreſs Proviſion for 
the Re- payment of this Debt, by granting Funds, 
which, according to their Computation, were to 


produce upwards of ninety-two thouſand Pounds : 
more than the former? And in the Act where 


theſe Funds are firſt. granted, is it not expreſſy 
declared, that they were intended for Re-pay-- 


ment of this Debt, as well as for ſupporting the, 


Eſtabliſhment for the two enſuing Years? And is 


there not an expreſs Clauſe in this Act, to make- 


ſure to the Creditors the Money they had lent, . 
whether the Funds hereby granted, ſhould prove. 
ſufficient or not; enacting, that whatever Part 


of the ſaid principal Sum and Intereſt ſhall be: 
due and unpaid at November 1719, (when the 
Funds were to expire) the ſame ſhall be well and 
truly ſatisfied and paid to the reſpective Creditors, 


to whom the ſame ſhall be then due, without any. 


Deductions whatſoever ? This laſt Clauſe, which 


runs through all the Acts relative to our national 
Debt, even down to the preſent Adminiſtration, 


muſt ſurely cover the Advocates for previous Con- 


ſent with no ſmall Confuſion : But the Purpoſe of 
what is now mentioned, is only to ſhew, that, at 
the Time we are now ſpeaking of, there were no 
8 Funds; and, conſequently, all the 
unds, from Year to Year, paid into the Tm | 
5 | ury, 
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ſury, were ſubjected to this Debt, and this Me- 
thod continued to the ſecond Seſſion of the preſent 
Parliament; then the Debt was become ſo large, 
notwithſtanding all former Attempts to diſcharge 
or reduce it, far it was found convenient to take 
ſome of the Funds formerly granted at large, 
and to appropriate them, together with ſome new 
ones, to pay the Intereſt, and reduce the Princi- 
| of the national Debt, then increaſed to upwards 
of two hundred thouſand Pounds : But will any 
one pretend to ſay, that by taking this Meaſure, 
either his Majeſty, or his Parliament, intended 
to weaken the Security given to the Creditors, to 
whom this national Debt was due, and given by 
his Majeſty and the Parliament, the very Seſſion 
before? And if not, then muſt they of Neceflity 
own, that the whole Revenue of the Kingdom, 
whether appropriated, or unappropriated, con- 
tmued till a Security for the faithful Re- payment 
of this Debt. 5 | * 
In 1739, the Debt of the Nation was ſtated at 
22596, 988 J. 175. 1 d. +5. and the Supply for diſ- 
charging this Debt and ſupporting the Govern- 
ment for two Years, ending Chriſtmas 1741, was 
fixed at 559,5997. 1 d. 2. the Ballance in the 
Treaſury at Lady-Day 1737, and brought by the 
-Officer to the Credit of the Nation, amounted to 
WOT. 17S; i177 C 
In 1741, the national Debt was ſtated at 
353,8561. 2 d. 5. and the Supply for the two 
Purpoſes juſt now mentioned, fixed at 601,144 7. 
18s. 34. 3. the Ballance remaining in the Trea- 
| fury at Lady-Day 17 39, and brought by the Officer 
[ pf the Crown to the Credit of the Nation, amount- 
FT ed to 13, 636 J. 175. 10d. The Intereſt of the 
AH _ was, in this Seſſion, reduced to four per 
ent. | | 
In 1743, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-Day 
preceding, was ſtated at 331,4407. 125. 6 d. 3 
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and NN Supply granted for anſwering a Pur- 
poſes, as above, to Chriſtmas, 1745, fixed at 
521,906 J. 10s. 6 d. 2. the Ballance in the 
Treaſury at Lad. Do. 1741, amounted to 
13,786 J. 35. 9d. 2 
In 1743, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-D 
1745, was ſtated at 258,517]. 105. 6d. and 25 
Supply not only for the two Uſes above ſpecified, 
but likewiſe for buying Arms for the Militia, and 
for erecting Batteries for the Harbour at Cork, was 
a Sum not exceeding 60), o80 J. 15. 5d. 4. and 
for the more ſpeedy and certain execution of the 
laſt two Purpoſes, Debentures were ordered to be 
ſtruck for a further Loan of 70, oo0 J. at 4 per 
Cent. the Ballance, returned by the Officer, as 
lying in the Treaſury at Lady Day, 1733, to be 
applied to the Credit of the Nation, came to 
14,858 J. 65. 2 d. =. | | 
In 1747, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-Day 
preceding, is ſtated, by the Committee, at 
314, 304 J. 18 5. 3 d. and, by the Officer of the 
Crown, at 317,878 J. and the Supply for the 
uſual Purpoſes, for two Years, ending Chriſtmas, 
1749, fixed at 375, oz) J. 1s. 10d. the Ballance 
in the Treaſury at Lady-Day, 1745, as returned 
by the King's Officer, amounted, to the Credit 
of the Nation, to 33, 619 J. 7. 10 4 3 
And now we are come to the Seſſion which, in 
regard to the Article in Debate, very well de- 
ſerves the Reader's cloſeſt Attention; the Com- 
mittee of the Houſe drew up a State of the nati- 
onal Account in the following Manner. 
_ Firſt, They take Credit to the Nation for the 
net Eaves, of the hereditary Revenue, and next, 
of the additional Duties, for the two Years laſt 
paſt, ending the 25th of March, 1749, amount- 
ing to 1, 00%; 994 J. 1 5. 2 d. 2. to which they 
add the Sum of 38, 500 J. being ſuch Part of the 


et 70,900 4. as had at that Time been 
E 51 paid | 


* 1 


3h into the Treaſury ; they farther add the Sum 
Te! 19,682 /. 9s. 10d. which was the Ballance 
remaining in the Treaſury, in Credit to the Na- 
tion, at 3 1747, making in the whole 
1,084, 176 J. 115. +. Then the Committee pro- 
ceed to deduct out of the above Sum, the full 
Charge for Support of the civil and military Eſta- 
liſhment for the laſt two Years, and likewiſe 
evefal Payments made by the Treaſury, pur- 
Tuant to Act of Parliament, King's Letters, &c. 
making in all the Sum of 905.972 J 11s. 6 d. . 
and when this is deducted, the Remainder being 
178,203 J. 195. 64. is the exaCt Ballance due to 
1e Nation, at Lad Day 1749, out of the Produce 
the hereditary Neven and additional Duties; 
for the Reader will here obſerve, that there 15 no 
iſtinerion made between the one and the other, 


Ort han 


; Even , between them and the Loan, but 
5 are Alke conſidered, and claimed, as the 
oney of the Nation; and claimed, in fuch an 
Ales, obvious Manner, as plainly to ſhew, that 
the Houſe of Commons had not the leaſt Suſpicion 
or 1 that any Perſon could call their 
Right of doing ſo, into Queſtion, upon any Fre- 
e 8 er | 
The Committe next Proceeds? lay befor # 
Ll the State of the national Debt. And jrf, 
Ley bring to charge the Sum which had been 
reported to be due, on the Loan, at Zady-Da 
7414; amounting to 331,987 J. 86, 1 d. to hie 
they add the Money which had been paid into the 
00 fc on A det of the laſt Todd of 50,0002. 
d likewiſe the Intereſt due on the whole of the 
7 7 to Lady-Day 1749, 1 5 in all wo 
the. Sum of 422 072 J. 85. I d. an "then they 
deduct from this Sum, "fr, the ee Prod 
f the ſeveral Duties a 0 94 
tereſt of the Loan, to 255 Day 1749, 
| to 38,7501. 105. 14. which Ate en leaves 
3 ERemainder, 
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Remainder, amounting to 383, 321 J. 185 from 
which laſt Sum deducting the Ballance alread/ 
mentioned, of the Money remaining in the Trea- 
ſury at Lady-Day in Credit to the Nation, a- 
mounting to 178, 203 J. 19s. 64. the whole 
Debt of the Nation at Lady-Day 1749, was a 
kaun, ſo the Committee pronounce, not exceed- 

ing the Sum of 203, 11) J. 15. 6d. and agree- 
ably to this State, the Houſe reſolved, that this, 
and no larger Sum, was the Debt of the Nation 
at Lady-Day 1749. 

Thus the Houſe of Commons conſidered Mo- 
ney redundant in the Treaſury, as equivalent to 
Money already applied to the Credit of the Na- 
tion, in the actual Diſcharge of national Debt: 
They very well knew, that his Majeſty was not 
only a royal, but a moſt righteous Truſtee; and 
therefore, as his Majeſty had, at the Opening of 
the Seſſion, acquainted them by his Lord Lieu- 
tenant, that He had nothing to aſk but the uſual 
I Supplies, they thought themſelves ſure, that no- 
thing would be more acceptable to his Majeſty 
than to eaſe bis faithful Subjects, by relieving them 
of Part of the Burthen they had ſo long lain under, 
of national Debt; indeed, they were not only 
warranted to think in this Manner, from that 
paternal Regard which his Majeſty had always 
. graciouſly teſtified towards his truly dutiful and 
well-deſerving Subjects of this Kingdom, but 
now the Time was come, when parliamentary 
Faith abſolutely required it, as an Act of Juſtice, 
that ſuch an Application ſhould be made of this 
redundant Money; the Creditors had, in every 
Act of Parliament, relative to this Debt, been 
made ſecure of the punctual Payment of their In. 
tereſt, and alſo of their Principal, as ſoon as they 
reſpectively ſhould think fit to call for it; not 
only fo, but in every Act, the Natwn likewiſe were 


aflured, that as ſoon as the Nature and Circum- 
” 4. | | ſtances 


361 qa 
ſtances of Things would admit, they ſhould be 
relieved of this Burthen, and conſequently of the 
Taxes which were relative to it; this was done 
by enaQting, that the Principal, as well as Intereſt 
of this Debt, ſhould be paid off, at the End of the 
enſuing two Years. | Co: 

The Nature and Circumſtances of the preſent 
Situation, did not only obviouſly admit, but 
plainly point out, that this Stipulation ſhould now 
be carried into actual ſpecific Execution, in re- 
gard to a large Portion of this Debt; nor would it 
have been conſiſtent with Truth, with Juſtice, or 
with any Principle of honeſt Policy, to have 
omitted it : Well then might the Houſe of Com- 
mons take it for granted, that ſuch an Applica- 
tion of public Money, as every Principle which 
can bind honeſt Men required to be made, muſt 
of Neceſſity be highly pleaſing to his Majeſty, 
who had, as expreſly as Words and Actions 
could do it, ſignified this to be invariably his royal 
Intention by paſling the ſeveral former Acts. 
It was not in Nature, that the Houſe of Com- 

mons could have the leaſt Doubt of ſuch a Meaſure 
being at preſent highly approved by his Majeſty ; 
as the only conceivable, or poſſible Circumſtance 
of Heſitation had been already obviated by the 
Declaration from the Throne, that the King 
© had nothing to aſk from his People but the 
* uſual Supplies.” Should it be ſuggeſted, that 
ſtill Emergencies might intervene, which would 


require a different and inſtantaneous Application 


of the whole or a large Part of this Money, 
let it be recollected, that theſe Emergencies 
might juſt as well happen after his Majeſty 
had intimated that he would conſent, as at 
any other Time; and if this Suggeſtion is to 
have any Weight, it is plainly in Oppoſition to 
this new Form of a previous Intimation of Conſent; 
becauſe it certainly would be more uncouth to 
#1 : he ES Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, to be laid under a Neceſſity of refuſing 
the royal Aſſent to an Application of Money, 
which had been recommended from the Throne, 
and declared before-hand that the Crown would 
conſent to it, than if the King had not brought 
himſelf into any ſuch Intanglement; and yet, 
whatever Neceſſity would juſtify his with- holding 
his Aſſent in one Caſe, muſt be cogent enough to 
compel his with-holding it in the other. 

Be this as it will, Heads of a Bill were or- 
dered, in the very ſame Manner that all o- 
ther Money-Bills had been ordered; in which 
the Houſe direct a Clauſe to be inſerted, for 
applying ſo much of the Ballance remaining 
in the Vice-Treaſurer's Hands, at Lach-Day 
laſt, as ſhall be, neceſſary to diſcharge a Sum 
of 70,000 /. remaining of the old Loan at five 
per Cent. and likewiſe, to pay off the Sum of 
58, 500 J. Part of the new Loan; amounting 
in the whole to 128, 500 J. Purſuant to this Or- 
der, the Clauſe in the Heads of the Bill which 
ſoon after paſſed, and was ſent to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to be tranſmitted to England, is to the 
following Effect; after many Recitals, and par- 
ticularly, after taking Notice, that the Aids and 
Duties, granted in the former Seſſion, had not 
proved ſufficient to pay off the ſeveral Loan. Debts, 
the Bill goes on in theſe Words; * And whereas, 
on the 25th Day of March laſt, a conſiderable 
£ Ballance remained in the Hands of the Vice- 
$ Treaſurers or Receivers-General of this King- 
dom, or their Deputy or Deputies, unapphed, 
© and it will be for your Majefty's Service, and 
for the Eaſe of your faithful Subjects of this 
_ © Kingdom, that ſo much thereof as can be con- 
£ veniently ſpared, ſhould be paid, agreeably to 
your Majeſty's moſt gracious Intentions, in 
s Diſcharge of Part of the aforeſaid national 
+ Debts, we pray it may be enacted, c. and then 
f Pi goes 
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goes on, firſt, to direct the Payment of 70,000 J. 
remaining at five per Cent. and next, the Pay- 
ment of a further Sum of ' 58,5007. at four per 
Cent. with the Intereſt for the ſaid Sums, to March 
1750; which Intereſt was to be paid out of the 
growing appropriated Funds of the preſent Year ; 
and then, in the Manner of former Acts, makes 
Proviſion for the Payment of Principal and Intereſt 
of the remaining Debt at Chriſtmas 1751. 
- - Theſe Heads of a Bill were prepared and 
brought into the Houſe by his Majeſty's principal 
Lawyers, and paſſed by the Houſe without any 
Oppoſition, and without one contradicting Voice; 
paſſed, likewiſe, without the leaſt Symptom or 
Appearance of any Intention or Senſe of- Duty in 
his Majeſty's Servants, or in any other Perſon, to 
acknowledge, in any Manner, an Intimation of his 
Majeſty's previous Conſent ; indeed the Thing 
was impoſſible, unleſs they were to think it their 
Duty to have acknowledged a Falſhood ; for no 
ſuch Intimation had been given, either from the 
Throne, or by Meſſage from the Lord Lieute- 
nant, or in any other Manner, if there be any 
other practiſed in Parliament; though if there 
had been ever ſo formal and expreſs Intimation, 
this would not, in any Sort, have altered the 
Caſe; for it is always to be remembered, that it 
is not his Majeſty's ſignifying his previous Conſent, 
but the Houſe of Commons, making a parlia- 
mentary Acknowledgment, that his previous 
Conſent, and an Intimation thereof to the Houſe, 
was neceſſary before they could bring in any ſuch 
Heads of a Bill, which can be of the leaſt Ser- 
vice to the Cauſe of this Advocate, or to that 
of his Clients: Would not his Clients then do 
well to adviſe him to cancel in his next Edition, 
the chimerical, and evidently diſhoneſt, Repre- 
ſentation of this. Proceeding, contained in the 
7th, 8th, and gth Pages of his Conſiderations ? . 
OG More 
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More than enough has already been ſaid in 
regard to the Streſs this Author wants to have laid 
on the Words © agretably to your Majeſty's Inten- 
tions, making Part of the above Clauſe; ' ſtrange 
indeed, if doing Juſtice, and keeping his royal 
Word, might not, with the utmoſt Propriety, 
and Truth, at all times, be pronounced conformable 
to the gracious Intentions of his Majeſty ! But 
it may not be amiſs juſt to remark, in regard to 
his Obſervation, of his Majeſty's being al- 
© lowed to be Fudge of what can conventently be 
* ſpared;” that ſurely it never entered into any 
Man's Imagination, that the King was not a 
Judge of this, and of every Article, in every 
Bill that is to be paſſed into a Law; but is it 
not, at the ſame Time, ' moſt evident, that the 
Houſe of Commons took upon them likewiſe 
to be Judges' of what 'could conveniently be 
ſpared, when they immediately proceed to pe- 
crfy the Sum ? On the whole, it is hardly to be 
conceived, that any one plain-hearted Man can be 
found in this Kingdom, who will not find him- 
felf forced to confeſs, that the whole Procedure 
of the Houſe- of Commons, in regard to this 
Bill, teſtifies as ſtrong a Senſe of their Right of 
applying redundant Money, brought into the 
Treaſury in virtue of the Authority of Parlia- 
ment, towards the Diſcharge of the national 
Debt, as their Procedure in regard to raiſing 
the Loan, teſtified of their Right of ſubjecting 
the Nation to Debt and to Taxes, for the Sup- 
port of GGvenm ent. 
In the above Manner and Words, the Heads 
of this Bill were carried to my Lord Lieutenant, 
and by him, and the Privy Council of [reland, 
put into Form, paſſed unanimouſly by the Coun- 
eil, who are, at all times, preſumed to be ſuffi- 
ciently careful of his Majeſty's Fyeragatiue; tranſ- 
mitted next to the Council of England, where it 
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was likewiſe unanimouſly paſſed, and after an- 
nexing the Great Seal, returned back again to 
Ireland, in the Words in which it went over; 
paſſed unanimouſly by the Houſe of Lords, and 
then received the Royal Aſſent, and thus be- 
came a Law; a Law evidently. accompanied 
with every Circumſtance of Advantage which 
can give Weight to an Act of Parliament; found- 
ed in Reaſon and Juſtice; warranted by the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt undeniable Precedents ; every 
A, throughout the whole of its Proceſs, 
fair, open, and avowed, void of all Symptom 
of Art, Conſtraint, or- clandeſtine Management, 
from beginning to ending; and, at. length, 
enacted by the unanimous Conſent of all the 
ſeveral Branches of our Legiflature. 

By this Act of Parliament, the Right of the 
Houſe of Commons in pointing out to his Ma- 
jeſty, as original Movers, and in Virtue of the 
Conftitution of this Country, ſuch Applications 
of Money, already brought into the Treaſury, 
as to them ſhall appear moſt conducive to his 
Majeſty's Service, and the Eaſe of his Subjects 
of this Kingdom, is in the fulleſt Manner ad- 
mitted and recognized; a Right, fully proved 
to be claimed and exerciſed by the Houſe of 
Commons, as inherent in themſelves, by a LY 
Induction of Facts and Precedents, from the 
Reign of Charles Il. without one Inſtance or Symp- 
tom of its having ever been called into Queſtion, 
down to the Year 1731; when his Grace the 
Duke of Dor/et was appointed Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, and his Son, Lord George Sackville, 


was appointed his Secretary. 


And here, let it juſt be obſerved, that if the - 


—— Rights of the Houſe of Commons 
of this Kingdom, were not the fame. in this laſt 
Seſſion 1753, that they were in the Seſſion we 


ou been ſpeaking of, in 1749, and for near a 
P entury 
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Century before, they muſt have been altered 
during this Adminiſtration; if they are the ſame, 
then muſt it be acknowled d, that the Tranſac- 
tion on the ever memora le 175th of December, 
1753, was noother than what, in Duty, the Houſe 
of Commons were obliged to go through with, in 
Vindication of an eſſential conſtitutional Right, 
which they, of all others, were under the ſtrong- 
eſt Ties of Duty to preſerve, and tranſmit un- 
violated to the utmoſt of their Power. | 

If the'Rights are not the ſame, then muſt it 
be maintained, that one ſingle Precedent, if ſuch 
can be produced, whether queſtionable or not, 
1s ſufficient, 'of itſelf, to alter our Conſtitution, 
in Oppoſition to Senſe and uſtice, and to the 
unqueſtionable Authority of Acts of Parliament, 
and Precedents almoſt innumerable; in which 
Caſe, it is fondly to be hoped, that future Par- 
liaments will religiouſly adhere to the Precedent 
which has laſt of all been ſet to them, in reſo- | 
Jutely vindicating that Right, which has, this 
Seſſion at leaſt, been reclaimed, to the everlaſting 
Honour of thoſe who reclaimed it, and which, 
it is demonſtrated, was the unqueſtionable con- 
flitutional Right of the Commons, for near two 
hundred Years. 

The Supply granted to his Majeſty eval 
paying off the Remainder of the national Debt, 
and for the Support of Government, for two 
Years, ending Chriſtmas 1751, was a Sum not 


exceeding 353, 2671 125. 1 d. 
In opening the Seſſion 1751, his Grace takes 


Notice, in his Speech from the Throne, that it 
gave him great Satisfaction to obſerve the ex- 
traordinary Produce of the Funds which the Com- 
mons had formerly granted, and that he had 
nothing then to aſk but the uſual Supplies; and 
then goes on in theſe Words, I am command- 
a + £d by the King to a you, that his Ma- 

F jeſty, 
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+ jefty, ever attentive to the Eaſe and Happineſs | 
of his Subjects, will graciouſly conſent, and 
* recommends it to you, that ſuch a Part of the 
Money now remaining in his Treaſury, as ſhall 
be thought conſiſtent with the public Service, 
be applied towards the further Reduction of the 
national Debt” STD | 

No Body can diſpute that this was a Language 
altogether new, ſuch as never had been ſpoken 
from that Place before; and may it not be law- 
ful, modeſtly to aſk, what Occaſion could there 
be for it? Surely it could not mean that, in all 
Events, whether urgent Emergencies happened 
or not, his Majeſty would till perſevere in his 

'Purpoſe of applying this Money to diſcharge the 
national Debt; and if not, had not the Houſe of 
Commons the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances already, ' which 
could - poſſibly be given them, of his Majeſty's. 
gracious Intentions to pay off this Debt, by his 
paſſing the Act of Parliament of laſt Seſſion, 
wherein it is expreſly- enacted, that it ſhould be 
paid off, at this very Time? It is certainly no 
great Wonder, that a Language capable at leaſt 
of being conſtrued into a Senſe very unfriendly to 

the Rights, to the eſſential Rights, of this Coun- 
try, proved a little alarming; but, without pre- 
tending to examine critically into their Meaning, 
the Houſe of Commons ſatisfied themſelves in 
their Addreſs, with paſſing over the Words 
will graciouſly conſent, and only acknow- 
© ledge, with all Thankfulneſs, his Majeſty's 
gracious Attention to our Eaſe and Happineſs, 
in recommending the Application of the Money 
remaining in the Treaſury towards the farther 
© Reduction of the national Debt.“ Already then 
there plainly appears a remarkable Difference be- 
tween the Tranſaction of this Seſſion, and that of 
the laſt; in the former, there was no Notice taken 
in the Speech of applying this redundant Money, 


[ 43 ] 
and yet the Houſe of Commons proceeded te 
apply it without any Heſitation; in the preſent, 
there 1s abundant Notice taken in the Speech, 
but taken in ſuch a Manner, as in Part of it 
proves very alarming, inſtead of being, as uſual, 
Matter of Thankfulneſs totheHouſe; and puts them 
upon a Caution always diſtreſsful to right-hearted 
faithful Subjects, when addrefling their Prince. 

In ſtating the Accounts, the Committee pro- 
ceed in the very ſame Manner with that already 
mentioned under the Year 1749, and ſuch was 
the Increaſe of the Funds, ariſing principally 
from /the moſt pernicious, impoveriſhing Cauſe 
of monſtrous Importation of Luxuries for ſome 
Time before, that, on ballancing the national 
Accounts at Lady-Day 1751 after making Pro- 
viſion for the Diſcharge of the whole Loan, there 
remained in Credit to the Nation a Sum not leſs 
than 22, 370 J. 15. 1145. there remained how- 
ever, at the Time of ſtating the Accounts, due 
to the Creditors, the Sum of 237, 300 J. and out 
of the large Ballance remaining in the Treaſury, 
at Lady- Day 1751, the Houſe inſtruct their Com- 
mittee, who were to bring in the Heads of the 
Money-Bills, to inſert a Clauſe for applying ſo 
much as ſhould be neceſſary for paying off and 
diſcharging the principal Sum of 120,000. Heads 
of a Bill were accordingly drawn up, by the 
Prime-Serjeant, the Attorney and Sollicitor-Ge- 
neral, the Chairman of the Committee of Ac- 
counts, and the Sollicitor to the Commiſſioners, 
and read and paſſed by the Houſe; the Purpoſes 
of which Heads of a Bill were, irt, to pay off 
the principal Sum above- mentioned, and then to 
grant his Majeſty certain Duties, to be applied to 
the Diſcharge of the Intereſt of the ſaid principal 


Zaum, till it ſhould be paid off, and to pay the 


Intereſt of the remaining Sum of 117, 800. and 
towards the Diſcharge of ſaid Sum. In the 
3 = Preamble 


Leer 


preamble to theſe Heads of a Bill, the Houſe 
made uſe of the Words in their own Addreſs; 
expreſſing, thankful Acknowldgements of his 
Majeſty's gracious Attention to the Eaſe and 
* Happineſs of his Subjects, in recommending 
the Application of the Money remaining in the 
* Treaſury, ſo far as it might be conſiſtent with 
the public Service, towards the further Re- 
« duction of the national Debt.” 

In this Manner, theſe Heads of a Bill were 
ſent, to the Lord Lieutenant, and after being 
put into Form, and paſſed through the Privy- 
Council of /reland, without any Alteration, were 
tranſmitted to England ; doth not every Step 
hitherto taken, in regard to this Bill, moſt clear- 
ly evince, that not only in the Judgement of the 
Houſe of Commons, but of his Majeſty's princi- 
pal Lawyers, chief Judges, and his other privy - 
Counſellors in this Kingdom, his Majeſty's pre- 
vious Conſent was fo far from being neceſſary, 
that their making any Acknowledgment. of .it, 
might poſſibly not even be harmleſs; for if they had 
been ſure, particularly his Majeſty's Lawyers in the 
Houſe of Commons, that an Acknowledgment of 
Conſent' might be made with equal Safety, with 
that of recommending,” no poſſible Reaſon can 
be aſſigned why they ſhould omit, and purpoſely 
omit the one, and yet inſert the other, when, 
according to the uſual Form, of repeating in the 
Addreſs the Words of the Speech, both ought to 
have been inſerted : Our Author, when | peaking 
on this Head, (p. 12.) fo far acknowledges, as 
that leaving out the Word : Conſent, implied, 
that it was imagined, that ſuch Conſent Was not 
neceſſary ; but with what Grace he makes this 
Acknowledgement, after having fo recently as in 
P. J. repreſented his Majeſty's Lawyers as all 
looking on it as a clear and undoubted Point that 


his 
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his Majeſty's Conſent was neceſlary, and only 
that as the Caſe was new, the Gentlemen found 
themſelves a little at a Loſs in reſpect to the Form 
in which this Conſent ab Hr to appear, let other 
Folks judge. 15 

This Bill was altered in England, and ſent 
back hither under the great Seal, with the Words 
of the Speech inſerted in Place of the Words 
of the Addreſs: The general Uneaſineſs that was 
occaſioned by this Alteration, and, in particular, 
to a conſiderable Number of Gentlemen in the 
Houſe of Commons, who have ſince become 
zealous Advocates for the Doctrine of the Alte- 
ration, need not naw to be remembered, farther 
than juſt to obſerve, that had the ſame Queſtion 
been put upon this Bill which was put upon the 
laſt, inſtead of a Majority of five, there would, 
according to all Appearances at that Time, have 
been a Majority of upwards of fifty: Why this 
Queſtion was not then put, and why the Meaſure 
of paſſing the Bill /ub- filentio, as it is phraſed, 
and without the Houſe appearing to be apprized 
of any ſuch Alteration, why this Meaſure was, 
at that Time, preferred to rejecting the Bill, are 
Matters much eaſter aſked, than it would be to 
reſolve them : Many Cauſes and Circumſtances, 
it is ſaid, concurred ; and among them, it has 
been alledged, that the Friends of this Country 
found themſelves under a Kind of temporary, 
Neceſſity, inſtead of marching ſtraight forward 
in the plain, open, conſtitutional Road, to de- 
viate for once into this political Winding, in 
order to avoid a Snare, which, they conceived, 
ſome Folks had been laying for them, with a 
View to entangle them with the Miniſtry of Eng- 
land, and of obtaining an Opportunity of covering 
their own perſonal and petulant Ambition with 
the ſpecious Pretext of fingular Zeal for his Majeſ- 
ty's Prerogative : If this was their ae. or 

LON Fart 
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| Partof their Motive for paſſing the Bill, it is plain, : 
the Event has diſappointed them; and it is to be 
hoped, that future Parliaments will be inſtructed 


from this Example, as, moſt happily for Ireland, 
the preſent has been already, never to venture on 
ſuch a dangerous and unjuſtifiable an Experiment 


of Shifts and Expedients, from Conceits and 


Conjectures of Policy and Foreſight for the 


Time to come. 


Still it muſt be allowed, that the Temptation 


prehenſion of being ſet in the Light of Froward- 
neſs to his Majeſty, and of calling in Queſtion 
any of his antient Rights, ſhould be ſhocking to 


Subjects always diſtinguiſned for their zealous 


and moſt faithful Attachment to his Majeſty's 
Perſon, his Family and Government; and con- 


ſcious, that the leaſt Intention of encroaching on - 
his Majeſty's Prerogative was abhorrent to their 


was a great one; no Wonder that the very Ap- 


Thoughts: But bitter as this Cup was, they pro- 


bably have, by this Time, been convinced, that 


they would have done well, rather than ſuffer 


themſelves to deviate from the ſtraight Rule of 
parliamentary Conduct, to have been contented 


to drink of it, and left it to Time and future Op- 


portunities to ſet themſelves right in the Eye of his 
Majeſty, and of ſuch of the Public, as might hap- 


— 


pen to be miſled; a Time, they might be ſure, 


could not have been far off, when they ſhould 


have an Opportunity of manifeſting to the whole 
World, that in regard to the Struggle which at 


that time was actually commenced, the ſole Ob- 


ject which his faithful Commons had in View, was 


merely to prevent the Power of a Primate, and of a 
Lord Lieutenant's Secretary, from growing up 
into a Domination over all the Rights, Properties, 


and Priviledges of this Country, the laſt two Offi- 


cers in the Kingdom, who ſhould think themſelves 
at Liberty to claim any Power whatſoever in the 


Direction 
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Direction of the internal Intereſts, or over his 

Properties and civil Rights of ſuch a Community. 
But whatever were the Motives, the Fact is. 

certainly true, and the Adverſaries of this Coun- 

try are welcome to make all the Uſe of it, which 
its real Nature will admit, or their Ingenuity can 
deviſe; the Bill, with the Alteration, was then 
actually paſſed, and is now to be found in the 

Lift of our Statutes : Ule it however as they will, 

it is impoſſible that any Man, who looks upon 

Truth and fair Dealing to be eſſential Ingredi- 

_ ents in order to give any Tranſaction the Weight 
of a Precedent, can ever be brought to ein. | 
the preſent Tranſaction into the Rank of Prece- 

! dents. Do but compare, for a Moment, the 
"Tranſaction of 1749, with this, we are now ſpeak- : 
ing of, in 1751 : In the former, every thing was 
open, ſimple, and natural; the Parts all conſiſt- 
ent and ſimilar; and the whole the Reſult of 
univerſal Choice, and inward undiſſembled Con- 
ſent; in the latter, every material Circumſtance 
reverſed ; begun, like the former, in the Tem- 

er of chearfal Conſent, but evidently conclud- 
ing in Diſſatisfaction, Perplexity, and a painful 
Senſe of Conſtraint : Will any Man contend that 
Tranſanctions fo different, are yet to be con- 
ſidered in the ſame Rank of Authority? Far- 
ther, ought not every Reaſon, which gives 
Authority to Precedents, have prevented the 
Alteration, which was ſo evident a Departure 
from the Precedent of 1749? And will not. * 
every Reaſon which ſhall juſtify the Admini- OE 
ſtration in departing from this Autharity, and. 
in creating a new Precedent in the Tear * 
1951, Juſtify likewiſe the Repreſentatives, of 
the People in creating, in the ſame Manner, a 
new one in the Year 1753; and much more in 
returning back to an old one, practiſed, unqueſ- 


tonably, fo lately as the Year 1749, and war- 
ranted 
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D ranted by an uninterrupted Courſe of Practices, 
at leaſt ſo far back as the Year 1662? And 
laſtly, under this Article, may 'it not be aſked, 
in what Senſe is the Tranſaction in 1751 to be 
accounted a Precedent ? Surely not in the whole, 
for that was made up of two very diſſimilar Parts; 
and for a ſtill ſtronger Reaſon, not in the firſt 
Part, becauſe that was in direct Oppoſition to . 
the Doctrine of previous Conſent; what then is 
there left of this Tranſaction to conſtitute this 
ſingular Precedent of greateſt Weight ? Why, 
plainly, no other than this, That the Houſe of 
Commons ſuffered an Acknowledgment in their 
Name to continue in a Bill, which had been 
/ © inſerted without their Conſent; an Acknow-' 
| * ledgment, which their whole Conduct had 
l'  *©* clearly demonſtrated they never meant to have 
made, if left to themſelves, and which they could 
dot probably have made conſiſtently with Truth, 
| © after the Senſe they had ſo recently teſtified, in 
regard to the conſtitutional parliamentary Right . 
of this Kingdom, reſpeCting this Article; a Pre- 3 
ce dent this, if it muſt he called a Precedent, which 
may well be lamented, but can never be envied to 
the Adverſaries of the parliamentary conſtitutional 
Rights of this Kingdom. Men who are want- 
ing to lay ſach a Streſs on fo ſpurious a Tranſ- 
5 aQtion,' cannot more ſtrongly confeſs that their 
Cauſe is utterly deſtitute of all legitimate Autho- 
. rity. . | | 2 * 5 1 [ . 1 * 
Thus, having laid the Foundation in one 
remarkable Act of Parliament in 1665, and 
concluded with another in 1749, the Remarker 
would gladly hope, that by the preceding Induc- 
tion of ſo long a Series of intermediate Proofs, it 
muſt, at lengtli, be made level to the Apprehen- 
ſion, and ſatisfactory to the Judgment of every 
plain honeſt Man, that the Houſe of Commons of 
EEE A ß ͤ , . 2 . Ireland, | 


\ 


Liberty of Britain, and of the preſent free Britiſb 


* 
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treland, have been in full Poſſeſſion, and in the uninter- 


rupted Enjoyment and Exerciſe of the following c onſti- 


tutional Rights, for near a Century of Years. * : 
Firſt, The eſſential Right of ordering, in virtue of 


their own Authority, all the public Accounts of the Na- 


tion to be laid before them. . 3 | 
Szcondly,' The eſſential Right of calling the Officers of 
the Crown to an Account for all Applications of the public 
Money, and of puniſhing them for Miſ-applications.  : 
And, Thirdly, The moſt eſſential Right, never once 
called into Queſtion before the Vear 1751, of pointing 
out to his Majeſty, by Heads of Bills, ſuch Application of 
public Money at any Time redundant in the Treaſury, 
as they, his Majeſty's ſupreme Conncil for this Kingdom, 
judged moſt conducive to his Majeſty's Seryice, and to the- 
_ and Safety of his Majeſty's Subjects of this King- 
. - ET 15d ve © and of HOO fn? 
In conſequence of theſe, it muſt likewiſe demonſtra- 


bly follow, that to acknowledge an antecedent Neceſſity 


of his Majeſty's previous Conſent, before the Houſe can 
be at Liberty to point out ſuch: Applications of public 
Money, would be, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to give up 
and renounce one of the moſt eſſential and important of 
all parliamentary conſtitutional Rights; and. 
Laſtly, That the full Enjoyment. of all theſe parlia- 


mentary Rights is perfectly conſiſtent; and evidently cor- 


reſpondent with, his Majeſty's full and undiſhirbed En- 
joyment of every Article of his royal Prerogative,- or an- 


tient Rights; of every Prerogative and every Right that 


the worthy Heart of his preſent Majeſty would. wiſh to 
enjoy, and which any Prince can be permitted to enjoy 
conſiſtently with a legal Government, or with any ratio- 
nal Security of the Property and Liberties of this Coun- 
try; indeed, conſiſtently” with the Safety of the energy 
Before proceeding to the third and laſt Purpoſe of hieſs 
Remarks, it may not be amiſs to conclude the: preſent 


Article with the following Obſervation; that the Policy 


of the Houſe of Commons in letting ſo large a Sum remain 
in the Treaſury at that Time, without propoſing any 
farther Application, would ſeem extfemely well judged; 
for, as this large Redundancy was principally owing to an 
extravagant Importation of Luxuries, which, in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, muſt in ſome Time neceſſarily abate, 


and, 
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and, in Conſequence, the Produce of the Duties be in 


ſuch an Event, in order to prevent the Neceſſity of in- 


creaſing' the Taxes for future Supplies: And it is to be 
hoped, that ſo obvious a Reflection will never by ſuffered 


by any Friend to this Country to go out of his . 
of 


that as there muſt always be a Neceſſity on the Ho 
Commons of increaſing the Taxes for the Support of Go- 
vernment, when the former Supplies have proved inſuf- 


ficient; ſo, in order to do equal Juſtice to their Conſti- 
tuents, there muſt be a like Neceſſity as often as there ſhall 


happen a Redundancy from theſe Supplies, to point out 
ſuch an Application of. this Redundancy as will con- 


duce to the Eaſe of the People, now that all the Exigen- 
cies of Government had already been anſwered. 


Agreeably to this moſt evident Maxim of Juſtice. and 
OEconomy, the Houſe, who had granted a — of 
553,26) J. 12s. 1 d. in 1249, grant no more 
326.720 4. 2 d. in the Year 1751. ; 

If the above Detail of the Proceedings of Paint 


proves acceptable to the Reader, he will readily excuſe 
che ng out of theſe Remarks: But as it is not 


lengtheni 
enough to 2 out the Fallacy of our Author, but like- 
wile: i dient to lay open the malignant Ten- 
of arine, a ſupplemental Number for an- 


ſwering this — and compleating the e 955 
e thall be pea next . 1 SOLES 
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Proportion reduced, nothing would ſeem to be better 
judged, than to let Money remain in the Treafury againſt: 


Et 


f 


